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In The Matter Of The Merger of 
AltaGas, Ltd. And WGL Holdings, Inc. 

* 
* 
* 
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Case No. 9449 

  *   *   *   *   * 
 

NOTICE OF AMENDED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 
ADDITIONAL EVIDENTIARY HEARING DATE 

 
To: Service List for Case No. 9449 and Interested Persons 
 
 On December 19, 2017, the Maryland Public Service Commission (“Commission”) 
issued a Notice of Further Procedural Schedule that, among other things, established the 
Settlement Agreement1 Evidentiary Hearing Dates beginning on Tuesday, February 6, 2018 and 
ending on Friday, February 9, 2018. 
 
 On January 9, 2018, the Maryland Office of People’s Counsel (“OPC”) filed a request for 
the Commission to schedule an additional hearing date in this proceeding to allow OPC to 
present testimony of a witness who is not available during the scheduled hearing dates of 
February 6-9, 2018.2  Specifically, OPC requests that the Commission schedule an additional 
hearing date during the time period of February 12 to February 15, 2018 so that such witness can 
provide expert testimony on the settlement provision referencing the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (“NAFTA”).3  OPC’s filing indicated that it informed all parties to the proceeding by 
e-mail on January 8, 2018 and as of the date of OPC’s request, the Maryland Energy 
Administration and the Apartment and Office Building Association of Metropolitan Washington 
stated they do not oppose OPC’s request. 
 
 On January 10, 2018, AltaGas Ltd., WGL Holdings, Inc. and Washington Gas Light 
Company filed a letter indicating that they are “not opposed to taking reasonable steps to 
accommodate witness schedules for the presentation of relevant evidence, including adding an 

                                                 
1The settlement agreement between AltaGas., Ltd., WGL Holdings, Inc. and Washington Gas Light Company 
(collectively, Joint Applicants”), Montgomery County, Prince George's County, the Maryland Energy 
Administration (“MEA”), and the Baltimore-Washington Construction and Public Employees Laborers District 
Council, an affiliate of the Laborers International Union of North America (“LiUNA”) (collectively, “Settling 
Parties”) was filed on December 1, 2017 (“Settlement Agreement”).  See ML 218043.  
2 See ML 218468. 
3 Paragraph 20 of the Settlement Agreement. 
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additional hearing date, if necessary.”4  However, the Joint Applicants did indicate that given the 
fact that OPC has not yet filed its proposed witness’ testimony, it reserves the right to oppose the 
testimony’s admission, if necessary.  On January 11, 2018, OPC responded to the Joint 
Applicant’s January 10, 2018 letter indicating that the Joint Applicant’s letter is premature 
argument in support of a motion to strike OPC witness testimony, although the testimony has not 
yet been filed.5 
 

After considering this matter, the Commission hereby amends the procedural schedule 
and adds an additional evidentiary hearing date of February 15, 2018.  Therefore, the following 
amended procedural schedule is hereby adopted to consider the Settlement Agreement: 

 
Written Testimony: 6  
 

 Testimony by the Settling Parties was filed January 5, 2018.  
 Reply Testimony by all other Parties who desire to do so shall be filed by Noon 

on January 29, 2018. 
 

Settlement Evidentiary Hearings: 
 

 Tuesday, February 6, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m.; 
 Wednesday, February 7, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m.; 
 Thursday, February 8, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m.;  
 Friday, February 9, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m.; and 
 Thursday, February 15, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

 
The hearings will be held in the Commission’s 16th Floor Hearing Room at 6 St. Paul Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland  21202.  The Commission reserves the right to modify the start time of the 
hearings and procedural schedule, as necessary. 
 
 Written Public Comments: 
 

 Written public comments on the settlement agreement may also be filed by 
Friday, February, 23, 2018.  Original signed paper comments shall be submitted 
via U.S. mail to David J. Collins, Executive Secretary, Maryland Public Service 
Commission, William Donald Schaefer Tower, 6 St. Paul Street, 16th Floor, 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202, and reference “Case No. 9449 – Public Comment.” 

  

                                                 
4 See ML 218471. 
5 See ML 218495.  OPC’s response also indicated that Staff Counsel is not opposed to OPC’s request for an 
additional hearing date. 
6 An original and 17 paper copies, and an electronic copy, of the testimony shall be submitted to the Commission, 
and, five copies of all testimony shall be three-holed punched.  In addition, all testimony shall be served 
electronically on each of the Parties to avoid delay in receipt of such testimony. 
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Written Briefs: 
 

 Written Briefs from all parties shall be filed by March 1, 2018. 
 

Discovery Period: 
 

 Discovery requests shall be limited to the Settlement Agreement and whether it 
complies with § 6-105 of the Public Utilities Article, Annotated Code of 
Maryland. 

 After January 5, 2018, response time for discovery requests from all parties shall 
be reduced from five (5) business days to three (3) business days. 

 After Noon on January 29, 2018, response time for discovery requests from all 
parties shall be reduced to two (2) business days.  However, the non-settling 
parties shall make their best efforts to respond within one (1) business day. 

 
 
 
By Direction of the Commission, 

 
     /s/ David J. Collins 
 
     David J. Collins 

      Executive Secretary 


